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Jobs, Housing, Solar and Geothermal Energy

TRANSPORTATION

The Department of Transportation
published the guidelines for the

$1.5 B multi-modal discretionary To stay up to date on stimulus announcements, visit
grants. Applications are due Sep- our web site
tember 15th. DOT intends to fund http://www.fergusongroup.us/stimulus_update.htm

transportation projects ranging

from $20 million to $300 million,

but the minimum project amount can be waived. Funding is 100% federal, but prior-
ity will be given to those projects for which federal funding is required to complete
an overall financing package that includes non-federal sources of funds. Also, priori-
ty will be given to projects that can be completed by February 17, 2012.

LABOR/GREEN JOBS

On May 15th, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor sent a memo to State Work-
force Agencies/Administrators outlining the various grants for green jobs projects.
The Solicitation for Grant Applications will be published in June 2009. The memo
detailed the 5 anticipated grants:

1). State Labor Market Improvement Grants - this grant is for State Work-
force Agencies or consortia of State Workforce Agencies to collect, analyze,
and disseminate labor market information, as well as develop labor exchange
infrastructure to direct individuals to career in the energy efficiency and re-
newable energy sectors.
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2). Energy Training Partnership Grants - this grant is for training pro-
grams that lead to employment in careers in energy efficiency and renewable
energy sectors. There will be two separate applicant pools - one for national
labor-management organizations with local networks and one for statewide
or local strategic nonprofit partnerships consisting of labor management or-
ganizations, labor, business, WIBs and other organizations.

3). Pathway Out of Poverty - these grants are to provide training and
placement services to individuals seeking pathways out of poverty into em-
ployment within the energy efficiency and renewable energy sectors. There
will be two separate applicant pools - one for national community-based and
faith-based organizations with local networks and one for local partnerships
that include community based organizations, education and training institu-
tions, business, and labor organizations.

4). State Sector Training Grants - these grant funds will be used to provide
training and job placement activities aligned with a workforce sector strategy
that will target energy efficiency and renewable energy sectors. State Work-
force Investment Boards can apply.

5). Green Capacity Building Grants - Funding is to be used to build the ca-
pacity of current DOL grantees to prepare targeted populations for employ-
ment in the energy efficiency and renewable energy sectors.

There will also be a portion of the Energy Training Partnership Grants and State
Sector Training Grants reserved to facilitate the transition of auto and auto-related
workers to the green/energy efficient workforce. Grants will provide job training,
counseling, and placement services to residents form auto communities or incum-
bent and dislocated workers affected by significant automotive-related restructur-
ing.

HOUSING

1). Neighborhood Stabilization Fund - HUD is hosting a grant competition
for Neighborhood Stabilization Fund dollars that were included in the stimu-
lus. Applications are due by July 17, 2009. States, units of general local gov-
ernment, nonprofits, and consortia of nonprofits are eligible to apply.

Funding can be used for the following:

a. Establish financing mechanisms for purchase and redevelop-
ment of foreclosed upon homes and residential properties, in-
cluding such mechanisms as soft-seconds, loan loss reserves,
and shared-equity loans for low-and moderate-income home-
buyers;
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d.
e.

Purchase and rehabilitate homes and residential properties
that have been abandoned or foreclosed upon, in order to sell,
rent, or redevelop such homes and properties;

Establish land banks for homes and residential properties that
have been foreclosed upon;

Demolish blighted structures; and

Redevelop demolished or vacant properties as housing.

2). Public Housing Capital Fund - HUD is hosting a grant competition for
Public Housing Capital Fund dollars that were included in the stimulus bill.
Applications for the Energy Efficiency category are due on July 21, 2009,
while applications for the other three categories are due on August 18, 2009.
Funding is available to all public housing agencies (PHAs) that own or oper-
ate Low-Income Public Housing, except PHAs that manage only a Housing
Choice Voucher (HCV) program.

Funding can be use for the following:

d.

Development, financing, and modernization of public housing
projects, including the redesign, reconstruction, and reconfigu-
ration of public housing sites and buildings (including accessi-
bility improvements) and the development of mixed-finance
projects;

b. Vacancy reduction;

T@ e o

ENERGY

Addressing deferred maintenance needs and the replacement
of obsolete utility systems and dwelling equipment;

Planned code compliance;

Management improvements;

Demolition and replacement;

Resident relocation;

Capital expenditures to facilitate programs to improve the em-
powerment and economic self-sufficiency of public housing
residents and to improve resident participation;

Capital expenditures to improve the security and safety of res-
idents; and

Certain homeownership activities

On May 27t%, the Department of Energy announced several new grant programs
funded by the economic stimulus bill aimed at expanding and accelerating the de-
velopment, deployment, and use of geothermal and solar energy throughout the
United States. DOE will award funding in the following areas:

Geothermal Energy

Geothermal energy is a clean source of renewable energy that harnesses heat from
the Earth for heating applications and electricity generation; geothermal plants can
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operate around the clock to provide significant, uninterrupted "base load" electrici-
ty, or the minimum amount a power utility must provide to its customers.

1. Geothermal Demonstration Projects ($140 Million)
Funding will support demonstrations of cutting-edge technologies to ad-
vance geothermal energy in new geographic areas, as well as geothermal
energy production from oil and natural gas fields, geopressured fields, and
low to moderate temperature geothermal resources.

2. Enhanced Geothermal Systems Technology Research and Development
($80 Million)
Funding will support research of EGS technology to allow geothermal power
generation across the country. Conventional geothermal energy systems
must be located near easily-accessible geothermal water resources, limiting
its nationwide use. EGS makes use of available heat resources through engi-
neered reservoirs, which can then be tapped to produce electricity. While the
long-term goal of EGS is to generate cost competitive clean electricity, enabl-
ing research and development is needed to demonstrate the technology's
readiness in the near-term.

3. Innovative Exploration Techniques ($100 Million)
Funding will support projects that include exploration, siting, drilling, and
characterization of a series of exploration wells utilizing innovative explora-
tion techniques. Exploration of geothermal energy resources can carry a high
upfront risk. By investing in and validating innovative exploration technolo-
gies and methods, DOE can help reduce the level of upfront risk for the pri-
vate sector, allowing for increased investment and discovery of new geo-
thermal resources.

4. National Geothermal Data System, Resource Assessment, and Classifica-
tion System ($30 Million)
The long-term success of geothermal energy technologies depends upon a
detailed characterization of geothermal energy resources nationwide. In
2008, the United States Geological Survey (USGS) conducted an assessment
of high temperature resource potential in the Western United States. To fully
leverage new low-temperature, geopressured, co-production, and EGS tech-
nologies, DOE will support a nationwide assessment of geothermal resources,
working through the USGS and other partners. Second, DOE will support the
development of a nationwide data system to make resource data available to
academia, researchers, and the private sector. Finally, DOE will support the
development of a geothermal resource classification system for use in de-
termining site potential.
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Solar Energy

DOE will provide $117.6 million in Recovery Act funding to accelerate widespread
commercialization of clean solar energy technologies across America. These activi-
ties will leverage partnerships that include DOE's national laboratories, universities,
local government, and the private sector, to strengthen the U.S. solar industry and
make it a leader in international markets.

1. Photovoltaic Technology Development ($51.5 Million)
DOE will expand investment in advanced photovoltaic concepts and high im-
pact technologies, with the aim of making solar energy cost-competitive with
conventional sources of electricity and to strengthen the competitiveness
and capabilities of domestic manufacturers.

2. Solar Energy Deployment ($40.5 Million)
Projects in this area will focus on non-technical barriers to solar energy dep-
loyment, including grid connection, market barriers to solar energy adoption
in cities, and the shortage of trained solar energy installers. Combined with
new technology development, these deployment activities will help clear the
path for wider adoption of solar energy in residential, commercial, and mu-
nicipal environments.

3. Concentrating Solar Power Research and Development ($25.6 Million)
This work will focus on improving the reliability of concentrating solar pow-
er technologies and enhancing the capabilities of DOE National Laboratories
to provide test and evaluation support to the solar industry.

For information on these and other Funding Opportunities under the Recovery Act,
visit the U.S. Department of Energy's Recovery and Reinvestment Act page on Fund-
ing Opportunities: http://www.energy.gov/recovery/funding.htm

To sign up for client alerts, visit: www.fergusongroup.us/eAlerts.html
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Federal representation is not just for the biggest corporations and organizations or the largest local governments and
state agencies. Towns, cities, counties, local government consortiums, academic institutions, tribes, non-profits, and
companies — medium and small — also significantly benefit from specialized advocacy before the United States Con-
gress and the Executive Branch agencies. The Ferguson Group’s legislative and policy professionals have served public
and private sector clients of all sizes, implementing winning strategies, and achieving impressive results. The Ferguson
Group is the largest federal representative of local governments in Washington, DC.

www.fergusongroup.us
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